
Editor in Chief
Ellen J Weber (USA)

Deputy Editor
Richard Body
Emergency Medicine (UK)

Associate Editors
Simon Carley (UK)
Emergency Medicine
Edward Carlton (UK)
Emergency Medicine
Mary Dawood (UK)
Emergency Nursing
Caroline Leech (UK)
Emergency Medicine
Simon Smith (UK)
Quality Improvement

Editorial Office
BMJ Publishing Group Ltd, BMA House, 
Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9JR, UK
E: info.emj@bmj.com
Twitter: @EmergencyMedBMJ

ISSN: 1472-0205 (print) 
ISSN: 1472-0213 (online)

Impact factor: 2.491

Disclaimer: The Editor of EMJ has been 
granted editorial freedom and EMJ is 
published in accordance with editorial 
guidelines issued by the World Association 
of Medical Editors and the Committee 
on Publication Ethics. EMJ is primarily 
intended for healthcare professionals and 
its content is for information only. The 
Journal is published without any guarantee 
as to its accuracy or completeness and any 
representations or warranties are expressly 
excluded to the fullest extent permitted by 
law. Readers are advised to indepen-
dently verify any information on which they 
choose to rely. Acceptance of advertising 
by EMJ does not imply endorsement. 
Neither RCEM nor BMJ Publishing Group 
Limited shall have any liability for any loss, 
injury or damage howsoever arising from 
EMJ (except for liability which cannot be 
legally excluded).

Copyright: © 2021 BMJ Publishing Group 
Ltd and the Royal College of Emergency 
Medicine. All rights reserved; no part of 
this publication may be reproduced in any 
form without permission.

EMJ is published by BMJ Publishing Group 
Ltd, typeset by Exeter Premedia Services 
Private Ltd, Chennai, India and printed in 
the UK on acid-free paper.

Emergency Medicine Journal (ISSN No 
1472-0205) is distributed in the USA by 
Air Business Ltd. Periodicals postage paid 
at Jamaica NY 11431. POSTMASTER: send 
address changes to Emergency Medicine 
Journal, Air Business Ltd, c/o Worldnet 
Shipping Inc., 156-15, 146th Avenue,  
2nd Floor, Jamaica, NY 11434, USA.

38

2

V
olum

e 38 Issue 2 Pages 87–166 
EM

ER
G

EN
C

Y
 M

ED
IC

IN
E JO

U
R

N
A

L 
February 2021

February 2021  Volume 38  Issue 2

2.491

Impact
Factor

Editor’s choice
Post-exertion oxygen saturation as a prognostic factor for adverse 

outcome in patients attending the emergency department with 
suspected COVID-19: a substudy of the PRIEST observational 

cohort study

Reader’s choice
Diagnostic accuracy of point-of-care lung ultrasound in COVID-19

Original research and commentary
The rise and fall of the aerosol box

Original research
Nurse practitioner administered POCUS vs. X-ray for paediatric distal 

forearm fractures

Contents� Volume 38  Issue 2 |  EMJ February 2021

Primary survey
87	 Highlights from this issue

E J Weber

COVID-19
88	 Post-exertion oxygen saturation as a prognostic 

factor for adverse outcome in patients attending the 
emergency department with suspected COVID-19: a 
substudy of the PRIEST observational cohort study
S Goodacre, B Thomas, E Lee, L Sutton, A Loban, 
S Waterhouse, R Simmonds, K Biggs, C Marincowitz, 
J Schutter, S Connelly, E Sheldon, J Hall, E Young, A Bentley, 
K Challen, C Fitzsimmons, T Harris, F Lecky, A Lee, 
I Maconochie, D Walter

94	 Diagnostic accuracy of point-of-care lung ultrasound in 
COVID-19
S L Haak, I JE Renken, L C Jager, H Lameijer, 
B (Britt) YM van der Kolk

100	 Paediatric ED utilisation in the early phase of the 
COVID-19 pandemic
L Lee, R Mannix, R Guedj, S-L Chong, S Sunwoo, 
T Woodward, E Fleegler

103	 ‘The incident triage area’: a response to the COVID-19 
pandemic in the Bristol Royal Infirmary
R Sainsbury, R Brennan, A Lockyer

106	 Online forward triage during the COVID-19 outbreak
W E Hautz, A Exadaktylos, T C Sauter

RSI
109	 Rise and fall of the aerosol box; and what we must 

learn from the adoption of untested equipment 
(Commentary)
D J Brewster, J L Begley, S D Marshall

111	 COVID-19 aerosol box as protection from droplet 
and aerosol contaminations in healthcare workers 
performing airway intubation: a randomised cross-over 
simulation study
M Noor Azhar, A Bustam, K Poh, A Z Ahmad Zahedi, 
M Z A Mohd Nazri, M A Azizah Ariffin, M H Md Yusuf, 
A Zambri, J Y O Chong, A Kamarudin, B T Ang, 
A Iskandar, K S Chew

118	 Apnoeic oxygenation was associated with decreased 
desaturation rates during rapid sequence intubation 
in multiple Australian and New Zealand emergency 
departments
A Perera, H Alkouri, T Fogg, J Vassiliadis, J Mackenzie, 
Y Wimalasena

125	 Technical factors associated with first-pass success 
during endotracheal intubation in children: analysis of 
videolaryngoscopy recordings
K A Miller, M C Monuteaux, J Nagler

Paediatrics
132	 Evaluation of a novel approach to recognising 

community-acquired paediatric sepsis at ED triage 
by combining an electronic screening algorithm with 
clinician assessment
S Gomes, D Wood, S Ayis, N Haliasos, D Roland

139	 Nurse practitioner administered point-of-care 
ultrasound compared with X-ray for children with 
clinically non-angulated distal forearm fractures in the 
ED: a diagnostic study
P J Snelling, P Jones, G Keijzers, D Bade, D W Herd, R S Ware

146	 Characteristics of frequent paediatric users of 
emergency departments in England: an observational 
study using routine national data
G Greenfield, M Blair, P P Aylin, S Saxena, A Majeed, A Bottle

Concepts
151	 Training for difficult conversations and breaking  

bad news over the phone in the emergency 
department
A Collini, H Parker, A Oliver

SONO case series
155	 SONO case series

S Graglia, Series Editor

155	 SONO case series: a 63-year-old male with shortness 
of breath
M Lin-Martore, N Anaya

This journal is a member of and subscribes to the principles of the  
Committee on Publication Ethics

www.publicationethics.org

This article has been made freely available online under the BMJ 
Journals open access scheme.  
See http://authors.bmj.com/open-access

This article has been chosen by the Editor to be of special interest 
or importance and is freely available online.

This paper is the EMJ global abstract.

P
ro

tected
 b

y co
p

yrig
h

t, in
clu

d
in

g
 fo

r u
ses related

 to
 text an

d
 d

ata m
in

in
g

, A
I train

in
g

, an
d

 sim
ilar tech

n
o

lo
g

ies. 
.

at D
ep

artm
en

t G
E

Z
-L

T
A

 E
rasm

u
sh

o
g

esch
o

o
l

 
o

n
 M

ay 19, 2025
 

h
ttp

://em
j.b

m
j.co

m
/

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
 fro

m
 

1 F
eb

ru
ary 2021. 

o
n

 
E

m
erg

 M
ed

 J: first p
u

b
lish

ed
 as 

http://emj.bmj.com/


Contents� Volume 38  Issue 2 |  EMJ February 2021

Journal update
158	 Emergency Medicine Journal COVID-19 monthly top five

D Horner, J O’Rourke, J Collins, D Darbyshire, F Lecky

Global emergency highlights
161	 Abstracts from international emergency medicine journals

Letters
164	 Non-contrast CT KUB still has a central role in the 

management of patients suspected of nephrolithiasis
D Alao

165	 Reply to: non-contrast CT KUB still has a central role in the 
management of patients suspected of nephrolithiasis
W Shyy, R Knight

166	 Regarding ‘moderate to severe hyperphosphataemia as 
an independent prognostic factor for 28-day mortality in 
adult patients with sepsis’
J Zhou, Q Zhang, X Liu

Image challenge
99	 ‘A painful try’

S Doyle, G Haythornthwaite, S Thomas

Electronic page
e1	 Correction: Elderly woman with headache

P
ro

tected
 b

y co
p

yrig
h

t, in
clu

d
in

g
 fo

r u
ses related

 to
 text an

d
 d

ata m
in

in
g

, A
I train

in
g

, an
d

 sim
ilar tech

n
o

lo
g

ies. 
.

at D
ep

artm
en

t G
E

Z
-L

T
A

 E
rasm

u
sh

o
g

esch
o

o
l

 
o

n
 M

ay 19, 2025
 

h
ttp

://em
j.b

m
j.co

m
/

D
o

w
n

lo
ad

ed
 fro

m
 

1 F
eb

ru
ary 2021. 

o
n

 
E

m
erg

 M
ed

 J: first p
u

b
lish

ed
 as 

http://emj.bmj.com/

